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QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF LAW STUDIES

Conflict of Interest in the Jurisprudence of the International Court of
Justice with Emphasis on the Case Congo v. Belgium

Abstract

This article examines the challenge of conflicts of interest, with a specific focus on the Congo v. Belgium
case. Initially, it elucidates the concept of conflict of interest and its significance in preserving the
impartiality and credibility of international judicial institutions. Subsequently, through a case study
regarding the potential conflict of interest for Judge Christian Tomuska due to his dual citizenship, the
challenges associated with identifying and managing such conflicts are discussed. Furthermore, various
approaches to managing conflicts of interest—including disclosure of interests, voluntary recusal,
precautionary measures, and removal—are analyzed. The article concludes by offering recommendations
for improving conflict-of-interest management procedures within international justice systems. The study
further evaluates the advantages and disadvantages of different conflict-of-interest management
approaches. It also discusses the role of legal standards and procedural rules in addressing this issue, as
well as the challenges inherent in adopting uniform standards. The Congo v. Belgium* case at the
International Court of Justice is analyzed as a prominent example illustrating the impact of conflicts of
interest on the credibility and impartiality of international judicial processes. This case demonstrated how
conflicts of interest can undermine public trust in international judicial institutions. Finally, the article
emphasizes the need for further research and international cooperation regarding conflicts of interest.
Areas requiring additional research include comparative studies, an examination of the impact of conflicts
of interest on public confidence, an assessment of the effectiveness of existing mechanisms, and an
exploration of the role of technology in managing these issues. Moreover, the importance of international
collaboration through working groups, conferences, and joint research projects is highlighted. The
ultimate goal of these efforts is not only to prevent conflicts of interest but also to restore and strengthen
public trust in international judicial institutions, thereby reinforcing the rule of law globally.

Keywords: Conflict of Interest; International Criminal Justice; International Judicial Institutions;
Judicial Impartiality; Legal Standards; Disclosure of Interests; Voluntary Recusal; Precautionary
Measures
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