QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF LAW STUDIES

The Right to Free Education under the Constitution and the Obstacles to Its Realization
from the Perspective of Public Law

Abstract

In the Iranian legal system, the right to free education is explicitly recognized in the Constitution and other
higher-level legal documents as one of the most fundamental aspects of public rights. However, the actual
realization of this right faces serious economic, social, cultural, and legal obstacles, including limited financial
resources, budget deficits in the education sector, privatization and commaodification policies in education, weak
enforcement mechanisms, inadequate oversight, and insufficient support for disadvantaged families. These
challenges have resulted in unequal opportunities, an increase in school dropouts, a decline in the quality and
effectiveness of the educational system, and the weakening of the nation’s human capital. The consequences of
failing to ensure free education are evident in the intensification of poverty, the widening of class divisions, the
erosion of social capital, and the weakening of human and cultural development. Overcoming these problems
requires reforming the budgelary structure, strengthening the legal and supervisory framework, implementing
effective enforcement mechanisms, increasing public participation, providing targeted support for vulnerable
groups, and ensuring transparency in educational policymaking. The sustainable realization of free education will
provide the foundation for equitable development, the enhancement of human dignity, and the achievement of a
brighter future for all Iranians.
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