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A Legal Analysis of State Succession and Its Effects on the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia Abstract

This study examines the issue of state succession with regard to the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia. The main research question is: How was the process of state succession
applied to the legal and political matters of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia? To
address this question, the research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method based
on library sources. This study aims to analyze the political and legal developments that
occurred following the collapse of Yugoslavia and the emergence of new independent states,
focusing on how responsibilities and international obligations were transferred from the
federal government to the successor states. Particular attention is paid to the legal challenges
and dimensions of succession in relation to treaties, international responsibilities, and
structural changes in the newly formed states, as well as the implications for international
relations. The findings indicate that, overall, the process of state succession in Yugoslavia-
especially concerning treaties and international responsibilities—was primarily carried out
through judicial settlement and the application of the principles and rules of international law
at various stages. This process, in light of the political and legal transformations in the region,
influenced not only the internal relations of the newly established countries but also their legal
status and international relations within the global system.

Keywords: State Succession, Yugoslavia, Law, International Law
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