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Challenges of Endowment Administration in Iran with a Reform
Perspective

Abstract

As a unique institution within Iran's legal and Islamic framework, waqf (religious endowments) embodies a
combination of real and personal rights and plays a significant role in meeting the economic, social, cultural,
and religious needs of society. However, this dual legal nature has led to various legal challenges and
complexities in the administration and utilization of waqf properties. Analyzing these obstacles and their legal
implications is essential to improve the efficiency of waqf management, safeguard the intentions of the waqif
(endower), and protect the rights of the mauquf 'alayh (beneficiaries). The findings of this study indicate that a
lack of transparency, legal loopholes, and misinterpretations have, in some cases, resulted in the violation of
the rights of both the endower and third-party beneficiaries. Proposed solutions include revising and amending
wagqf-related laws with emphasis on safeguarding the endower’s intent (such as Article 80 of the Civil Code),
ensuring public interest, establishing effective oversight mechanisms, strengthening the role of trustees through
correct interpretation of legal provisions like Article 83, providing specialized training for administrators,
issuing judicial unification rulings, and promoting the culture of waqf aligned with contemporary social needs.
Striking a balance between the endower’s intent and the public interest remains a key principle for the optimal
administration of waqf in Iran’s legal system.

Keywords:Waqf, Waqf administration, Endower’s intent, Civil Code, Legal reform, Public interest
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