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Discursive Analysis of the Cooperative Economy Based on the Text of the
Constitutional Assembly Debates

Abstract

In the discursive approach, social formations are identified as meaningful wholes, wherein social
agents and actors provide interpretations of their world. In this context, the Iranian Islamic Revolution
gave rise to a new discourse in Iran's political sphere, which was reconstructed and reshaped by the
leaders of the revolution. The leaders’ doctrine emphasized poverty alleviation, justice-oriented
governance, economic independence, and the centrality of Islamic values in administration. This paper
aims to examine the construction of the cooperative economy discourse, focusing on the text of the
constitutional assembly debates. It assumes that the cooperative economy is articulated around four
key signifiers: independence, freedom, dignity, and cooperation. The study is structured based on Lacla
and Mouffe’s discourse theory. According to the research findings, reviving the cooperative economy
can help achieve the objectives outlined in the Constitution.

Keywords: cooperative economy, constitutional assembly, discourse, Islamic Republic, Constitution.
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