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QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF LAW STUDIES

The Principle of Abandoning Prosecution in the
Criminal Procedure Law

Abstract

Discontinuing prosecution is one of the most important decisions designed as per
necessity. This decision is issued to create Article 79 of the Criminal Procedure Code
approved in 2013. The main question is how the agreement to discontinue prosecution is
regulated in the procedural rules and what its implications are in criminal offenses.
Findings indicate that placing discontinuation of prosecution in accordance with Article
79 of the Criminal Procedure Code is a tool for better penal management and reducing
pressure on the judicial system. The application of the principle of penal prosecution
discontinuation in Iranian law has led to changes in the structure and functioning of the
criminal justice system. These changes include courts, prosecutors, judicial proceedings,
increased speed and efficiency, cost reduction, increased precision in penal decisions, and
reduced prison populations. To optimize the implementation of this decision, necessary
legal tools and ambiguities must be addressed. Fostering acceptance of these conciliatory
schemes by judges can greatly facilitate the issuance of these decisions. However, to
optimize the implementation of this decision, necessary legal tools must be provided and
existing ambiguities addressed.

Key terms: discontinuation of prosecution, Iran, procedural law, judiciary.
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